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As a District Councillor, there are Full Council meetings over the year to attend. Cabinet 
meetings run once a month during the day. As these are broadcast on YouTube I tend to 
watch via this platform. We have our own pre-Cabinet Briefing before the main Cabinet and 
I try to make this as it is a good opportunity to meet with Bob Jackson and the Senior New 
Forest District Officers to ask questions about the items in the Cabinet meeting, decisions 
made by Portfolio Holders and questions that have resulted from casework.
Every Councillor may attend other meetings and can elect to sit on various Committees, 
Task and Finish groups (working groups where a specific task is to be completed in a 
defined time), Working Groups and briefings. 

I was elected Vice-Chair of the Waste Strategy Working Group and, with Malcolm Wade, 
have worked hard to push for the inclusion of reducing and recycling at the heart of the 
strategy.
There are issues with how we collect waste and what waste is collected as part of a larger 
County strategy but this has been one of the major pieces of work the District Council has 
undertaken currently in an effort to improve its poor record.

I am not a member of the Health and Leisure Task and Finish Group but have had a keen 
interest and attended many of the meetings due to the impact the changes will have on our 
residents as customers and workers in the  leisure industry.
25/1/21 Health and Leisure briefing overview of the bid process and the features of the 
successful bid.

Although not a member of the Environment Overview and Scrutiny Panel I have attended a 
number of meetings especially those that have included Waterside developments, 
infrastructure (A326) and multi-modal transport.
17/6/20 briefing on Fawley Development – design
24/6/20 briefing on Fawley Development- nature conservation
30/6/20 briefing on Fawley Development- transport
3/7/20 briefing on Fawley Development- other
13/8/20 Environment and infrastructure. Totton and Waterside plan £3bn private sector 
investment.
18/1/21 Totton & Waterside Conference Vision for the Waterside. Presentation of the High 
Level Development document.

Although not a member of the Electoral Review of the District Task and Finish Group or the 
Local Economy Task and Finish Group I have attended a number of meetings to ensure 
that I have a grasp of decisions that affect our area. We managed to influence the decision 
on electoral representation in Hythe and Dibden by putting up a detailed proposal that was 
voted through in Full Council.

The Greener Housing Task and Finish Group is a relatively new group concerned with more 
environmentally aware methods of developing housing responding to best practice and ever 
changing legislation. I am keen that improvements are not only seen in Local Authority 
housing but exemplars are used to inspire and educate all homeowners to make cost-
effective changes to improve the efficiency of their homes.
25/9/20 greener housing T&F group intro to National Planning Policy
18/12/20 greener housing T&F group Case Study Testwood Park
17/6/20 Housing Overview affordable housing, community housing 
4/2/21 affordable housing Richard Dixon presentation linking to Local Plan. 
24/2/21 greener housing T&F group 10 Year Plan. Successful bid for £287,500 grant plus 
£500,000 from Capital Fund to move to ground source heating. Hi i
18/11/20 General Permitted Development training



Sundry other commitments have been 11/1/21 MSTeams training, 15/3/21 Cemetery 
Regulations Task and Finish group review of current regulations. This is a limited run group 
set up to ensure that recent changes and revisions are included in Council documentation 
and advice. I have asked that all information and procedures conform to Disability access 
guidelines under the Equality Act 2010.

The issue of Coastal and waterway defence and erosion mitigation is highly complex 
involving land ownership a labyrinthine bidding process due to lack of funds. The Parish 
Council has been working hard to move forward the issue of Prospect Place. 16/3/21 
Prospect Place Flood Plan Meeting Role of NFDC and EA in relation to Hythe and Dibden 
especially Prospect Place. Steve Cook and Claire Upton-Brown met with Hythe and Dibden 
Officers and myself to advance a meeting with the Environment Agency.

Casework has involved liaising with District Council Officers and other organisations from 
Bus Companies to Arts Providers making for a varied and absorbing year.
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